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Reckless Kelly Group to play at Brewster Street

New album is harder rocking, less country
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Cody and Willy Braun of Reckless Kelly may hold a record for the shortest time between
bands for any musician.

In the mid-1990s, they had been recruited by a manager into a group called the Prairie
Mutts. Things seemed to be looking up, then the Braun brothers (Cody on fiddle and
mandolin and Willy on guitar and vocals) were abruptly fired.

"We went and made this record and they kind of just gave us this list of ultimatums," Cody
Braun said in a phone interview. "There will be three cowboy hats on stage. There will be 14
covers a night -- we just got out of that band."

The four musicians -- guitar player Casey Pollock and bassist Chris Schelske included -- were
understandably miffed, but their mood brightened the next night. They went to play an
open mic night and met drummer Jay "Nazz" Nazziola. By the time the five musicians
finished playing, they pretty much had formed Reckless Kelly.

The band will play at 9 p.m. Thursday at Brewster Street Ice House.

Now Cody Braun says getting fired was the best thing that could have happened. It's hard to
say what kind of music he and his brother would have played had they not been temporary
Prairie Mutts.

"The real good thing is we spent about nine months just wood-shedding in a rehearsal
room," Cody Braun said. "It really kind of helped us figure out what we wanted to do
musically."

The road Reckless Kelly has traveled since with its edgy country-rock has not been paved
with big paychecks, hit singles or fame. Some 12 years later, Braun believes the group is
making progress toward the day it will have the kind of loyal nationwide audience that lets
the band enjoy a steady career that produces a good, if not lavish, living.

Five studio albums into its career, Reckless Kelly is popular throughout its adopted home
state of Texas, in a number of markets in the Northwest and home state of Idaho.

The group, which started out in Bend, Ore., but moved to Austin in 1997, has released five
studio albums and two live records -- one acoustic and the other the 2006 two-CD/DVD
electric set, "Reckless Kelly Is Here."

Along the way, the band's lineup had evolved, with Jimmy McFeeley taking over for
Schelske and David Abeyta replacing Pollock. The group also has moved through several
record labels, most recently signing with the respected indie, Yep Roc Records.
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The group's first release on Yep Roc, "Bulletproof,” arrived in stores June 24.

Arguably the band's strongest CD yet, "Bulletproof” takes the band's sound in a harder
rocking, less country-tinged direction.

"It just kind of evolved in that way," Braun said of the harder-rocking sound.

Reckless Kelly is beginning to add tunes from "Bulletproof" into its live set and will have
plenty of opportunities to showcase the album as the hard-touring group stays on the road
through fall.

"We do about two hours every night, depending on where we're at," Braun said.



