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Music hasthe power to inspire, move, heal, provide awarenessand just plain
groove.Somebandsmay chooseonethemeandcarry thatthrougha whole album.
Otherbandsbring whatthey'vegotinto the studioandlet the piecesfall into place.
RecklesKelly falls into thelatter categoryon their fifth studioalbum,Bulletproof
(releasedlune24 on Yep Roc), which addressesocially relevanttopics while
neverabandoninghe barroomrootsrock revelrythathasgarneredhema devoted
cult following.

Recordedat Willie Nelson'sfamed PedernalesStudiosin Austin, the Texas
rockershavedelivered14 beautifully mixed tracksthat play with a muchharder
rock edgethan the country tinged aloumsof their past. The country spirit is
certainly alive in Cody Braun'sfiddle work on "Never Had a Chance,"but it's
Cody'syoungerbrother and principle songwriterWilly Braun whose grungy
baritonevocalson songslike "A Guy Like Me" remindsus what this band's
always been about.

I've got a bad boy reputation
And I've earned it on my own,
But even bad boys are good for something



And there's no harm in a little fun.

Casualfanswill find analbumfull of superchargedock 'n' roll highlightedby
guitaristDavid Abeyta'sfiery solos,but returningfanswill noticea maturity that
has developedin the songwriting. While the pastfew yearshas seena great
numberof albumsreleasedn all genresof music,therehasnot beenan onslaught
of bandsusing the medium of songto protestour country'scurrentsituation
(JamedVicMurtry's JustUs Kids is a notableexception).Theresurehasn'tbeen
any "Ohio" or "Machine Gun" during the Bushll era.However,RecklesKelly
has taken this opportunity to addressthe mishandlingof Hurricane Katrina
refugeesn the RobertEarl Keenco-pennedGod ForsakenTown." Theboyseven
addresghe currentwar in Irag on "AmericanBlood" by accuratelydepictinghow
the leaders of our country sit high and untouchable above their violent decisions.

Well, George is a real go getter and he's running the show
He should've known better, but his old man told him to go.
He sits at home with his feet on his desk,

While the boys got theirs in the sand,

A million miles away with American blood on their hands.

Theseboot wearingrockersaren'ttrying to makethe next greatprotestrecord;
they'rejust singingaboutwhatthey'vecometo know after 11 yearson the road.
It's notanoverstategointto thealbum,andthey'resimply addressingomeof the
overwhelmingeventsof our lifetime. It's good to know someone'spaying
attention.
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