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RODEOHOUSTON

Kevin Fowler's bark is as bad as his bite

KEVIN FOWLER AT RODEOHOUSTON

¥ When: 6:45 tonight

¥ Where: Reliant Stadium

¥ Cost: $16-$300 (chute, loge and upper-level seats available)

¥ Info: 800-726-1313 or rodeohouston.com

Reviews
Read reviews of every RodeoHouston performance. blogs.chron.com/handstamp

Kevin Fowler is bringing both sides of his musical personality to RodeoHouston.



"There's the rock 'n' roll side, where there's nothing wrong with dropping an f-bomb
every now and then," he says. "And then you've got the country side, which is Merle
Haggard."

We know what you're thinking. And no worries, parents. Fowler will likely keep his
rabble-rousing rocker in check. He knows this is a family show.

The Austin-based performer is making his RodeoHouston debut tonight and is well aware
of the impact it could have on his career. Fowler says he was "screaming like a little girl"
when he got the offer to play the big stage inside Reliant Stadium.

It's just the latest Ñ and biggest Ñ milestone in his steadily ascending career. Fowler's
fifth disc, Bring It On, was released in September and has generated two big hits on the
Texas Music Chart.

One of those tunes, Long Line of Losers, was just recorded by Nashville duo
Montgomery Gentry for an upcoming album.

The video for Fowler's current single, Best Mistake I Ever Made, is earning play on CMT
and GAC cable networks.

He was recently in Houston for a whirlwind of RodeoHouston promotion and talked to
Joey Guerra about tonight's show, his rock beginnings and Tejano music:

Q: How exciting is it to finally be playing RodeoHouston?

A: We've been trying to get this for years. For Texas artists, there are certain things on
your (list). First off, you have to sell out Gruene Hall. Then you've got to sell out Billy
Bob's. Ultimately, you want to play the Houston Rodeo. This is the final frontier of gigs
in the state.

Q: Do you remember getting the call?

A: We were soundchecking, and the phone kept ringing from the office. I was like, 'I
don't even want to know what the money is. Just take it.' Several guys in the band are
from the Houston/Spring area. They all grew up going to the Houston Rodeo, and they
know what a big wingding it is.

Q: Your larger-than-life stage presence seems a perfect fit for the rodeo crowd.

A: I was in rock 'n' roll bands until the mid-'90s. I think I brought that to my stage show.
When I go to a show, it's got to be like Van Halen or something if you're going to keep
my attention. You can't just stand up there and sing the songs, or I'm going to the bar.

My whole band, we're all metal-heads at heart. My iPod has everything from Merle
Haggard to Metallica on it; Buckcherry right next to David Ball.



Q: What was the first big concert you attended?

A: The Beach Boys, Endless Summer Tour. That's not very rock 'n' roll. The next one
was Joan Jett or something like that. That same year, I went and saw George Strait in
Amarillo. I've always been a channel surfer.

Q: When did your sound shift more toward country?

A: There was a time in the mid '90s where I was playing in all these rock bands. I was
really getting heavily into songwriting, but all the songs I was writing were country
songs. I'd show them to these bands I was playing with, and they were like, 'Dude, you're
a redneck.'

Q: What's different for you on new record Bring It On?

A: Our (previous) records don't sound anything like our live show.

Our live show is over-the-top. It's loud, it's distorted guitars, it's energetic. We brought in
more of a rock-country lineup. It definitely has an edge. The whole band was in the room,
playing off each other. I think that was a lot of what was missing.

The other objective (was) to make a record that didn't sound so regional. I didn't want to
change my sound. We just wanted to improve.

Q: What's another genre you'd love to dabble in sometime?

A: I'd love to play some Tejano. I'm a huge fan of that stuff. David Lee Garza, he's a
good buddy of mine, he played on one of my records (Se–orita Mas Fina). I love the
Hispanic culture. I love the music. Like a Texas Tornados kind of thing.

Q: Given your diverse tastes, what's the most unexpected tune we'd find on your iPod?

A: Something by Avril Lavigne. My daughter's 13, so she's always into whatever's hip
with her and her friends. She was dying to go see Avril Lavigne a couple of years ago. I
took her and was like, 'Wow Ñ these are pretty good little songs.' Plus they're playing in
the car over and over.

Q: Do you feel like the RodeoHouston underdog?

A: Yeah, but I think this dog will bite. I think that we're going to work harder than all the
other artists on the bill because we've got something to prove.
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