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RODEOHOUSTON

Kevin Fowler's bark is as bad as his bite

KEVIN FOWLER AT RODEOHOUSTON

¥ When: 6:45 tonight

¥ Where: Reliant Stadium

¥ Cost: $16-$300 (chute, loge and upper-level seats available)
¥ Info: 800-726-1313 or rodeohouston.com

Reviews
Read reviews of every RodeoHouston performance. blogs.chron.com/handstamp

Kevin Fowler is bringing both sides of his musical personality to RodeoHouston.



"There'sthe rock 'n' roll side, wherethere'snothing wrong with droppingan f-bomb
every now andthen," he says."And thenyou've got the country side, which is Merle
Haggard."

We know what you're thinking. And no worries, parents.Fowler will likely keephis
rabble-rousing rocker in check. He knows this is a family show.

The Austin-basegerformeris makinghis RodeoHoustonlebuttonightandis well aware
of theimpactit couldhaveon his career Fowlersayshewas"screamindike alittle girl"
when he got the offer to play the big stage inside Reliant Stadium.

It's just the latestN andbiggestN milestonein his steadilyascendingcareer Fowler's
fifth disc,Bring It On, wasreleasedn Septembeandhasgeneratedwo big hits on the
Texas Music Chart.

One of thosetunes,Long Line of Losers,was just recordedby Nashville duo
Montgomery Gentry for an upcoming album.

Thevideofor Fowler'scurrentsingle,BestMistakel EverMade,is earningplay on CMT
and GAC cable networks.

He wasrecentlyin Houstonfor a whirlwind of RodeoHoustompromotionandtalkedto
Joey Guerra about tonight's show, his rock beginnings and Tejano music:

Q: How exciting is it to finally be playing RodeoHouston?

A: We'vebeentrying to getthis for years.For Texasartists,thereare certainthingson
your (list). First off, you haveto sell out GrueneHall. Thenyou'vegot to sell out Billy
Bob's.Ultimately, you wantto play the HoustonRodeo.This is the final frontier of gigs
in the state.

Q: Do you remember getting the call?

A: We were soundcheckingandthe phonekeptringing from the office. | waslike, 'l
don'tevenwantto know whatthe moneyis. Justtakeit.'" Severalguysin the bandare
from the Houston/Springarea.They all grew up going to the HoustonRodeo,andthey
know what a big wingding it is.

Q: Your larger-than-life stage presence seems a perfect fit for the rodeo crowd.

A: I wasin rock 'n' roll bandsuntil the mid-'90s.1 think | broughtthatto my stageshow.
Whenl goto a show,it's gotto be like Van Halenor somethingf you'regoingto keep

my attention. You can't just stand up there and sing the songs, or I'm going to the bar.

My whole band,we're all metal-headst heart. My iPod haseverythingfrom Merle
Haggard to Metallica on it; Buckcherry right next to David Ball.



Q: What was the first big concert you attended?

A: The BeachBoys, EndlessSummerTour. That'snot very rock 'n' roll. The nextone
was JoanJettor somethinglike that. That sameyear,| wentandsaw GeorgeStraitin
Amarillo. I've always been a channel surfer.

Q: When did your sound shift more toward country?

A: Therewasatime in the mid '90swherel wasplayingin all theserock bands.| was
really getting heavily into songwriting, but all the songsl was writing were country
songsl'd showthemto thesebandsl wasplayingwith, andtheywerelike, 'Dude,you're
a redneck.’

Q: What's different for you on new record Bring It On?

A: Our (previous) records don't sound anything like our live show.

Our live showis over-the-toplt's loud, it's distortedguitars,it's energeticWe broughtin
moreof arock-countrylineup. It definitely hasanedge.Thewhole bandwasin theroom,

playing off each other. | think that was a lot of what was missing.

The otherobjective(was)to makea recordthatdidn't soundsoregional.l didn'twantto
change my sound. We just wanted to improve.

Q: What's another genre you'd love to dabble in sometime?
A: I'd love to play someTejano.I'm a hugefan of that stuff. David Lee Garza,he'sa

good buddy of mine, he playedon one of my records(Se—oritaMas Fina). | love the
Hispanic culture. | love the music. Like a Texas Tornados kind of thing.

Q: Given your diverse tastes, what's the most unexpected tune we'd find on your iPod?

A: Somethingby Avril Lavigne.My daughter'sl3, so she'salwaysinto whatever'ship
with herandherfriends.Shewasdying to go seeAvril Lavignea coupleof yearsago.|
took herandwaslike, 'Wow N thesearepretty goodlittle songs.Plusthey'replayingin
the car over and over.

Q: Do you feel like the RodeoHouston underdog?

A: Yeah,butl think this dogwill bite.| think thatwe'regoingto work harderthanall the
other artists on the bill because we've got something to prove.
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